
The Lakes at Prairie Crossing and the Fairways at Prairie 

Crossing HOA Solar Energy Guidelines 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I.  Introduction 

The Declaration of Covenants, Conditions Restrictions for The Lakes at Prairie Crossing and the 

Fairways at Prairie Crossing Homeowners’ Association, Inc. (hereinafter “Lakes & Fairways”) requires 

that each Owner maintain the exterior appearance of his/her property in a manner that upholds the quality 

of our neighborhood. These declarations are to protect every Owner’s property value by ensuring a well-

kept and desirous place in which to live. This includes the aesthetics involving after-construction 

equipment added to a Lot or a house.  

Due to advances in solar technology and the importance of green energy, Lakes & Fairways has decided 

to permit the incorporation of equipment and systems onto homes within our community. Lakes & 

Fairways does not want to prevent the use of these systems, but recognizes the importance of ensuring 

that such equipment and systems are reasonably controlled as to the appearance and location of 

installation, so as to protect neighbors and the Community as a whole from unsightly equipment and or 

installation. These rules are also created to ensure proper maintenance of these devices.  

II. Policy  

These rules, regulations and guidelines apply to all solar energy devices including without limitation solar 

panels and their associated components, solar tubes, solar skylights, wind turbines or other solar energy 

devices (collectively referred to in these Rules as “devices” or “systems” or “equipment”.)  

1. Owners should first consultant with a solar contractor to determine if house positioning is at an 

optimal location for a solar energy system. 

2. Owners are urged to check with a contractor or insurance company prior to installation of devices 

for how such installation may impact their roof warranty or other aspects of their structure. Lakes 

& Fairways, the Architectural Review Committee, the Board of Directors for Lakes & Fairways 

and their officers and agents will not be responsible or liable for property damages or personal 

injuries relating to or resulting from the installation of solar panels and related items.  Lakes & 

Fairways and its Board has no expertise or special knowledge regarding such systems and 

therefore Lakes & Fairways’ approval for installation of any such device(s) or system is not a 

representation that the system chosen by an Owner is safe to use or is compatible with Owner’s 

roof or the Lot involved. The Owner assumes and bears all risks regarding installation and use of 

such a system. 

3. Owners need to contact any governmental or private entities that may require permits before these 

devices are installed. Owner is entirely and solely responsible for knowing what permits may be 

required, and obtaining any such permits before installation begins.  Any permit violations will 

also be considered violations of these Rules.  

4. All plans and specifications must be pre-approved by the Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 

and the Lakes & Fairways Board of Directors prior to installation.   



5. The installation of all solar energy system shall only be done by a licensed installer or solar 

contractor. Applications submitted to the ARC should include the following: 

a. A diagram “drawn to scale” by the licensed contractor installing the system showing 

where the system will be installed;  

b. Photos of the roof area where the array will be mounted; 

c. Material to be used and/or manufacturer’s description of the system, photos and/or 

pictures of the system and color of the system.  

d. Where possible, provide photos of similar existing systems as examples. 

6. Only commercially or professionally made devices are allowed. “Home-made” devices will not 

be permitted due to the safety and aesthetic aspects of such devices. 

7. Ground-mounted solar panels are not permitted. 

8. The preferred location of solar panels is on rear of the house (not facing the street) or a rear-

facing, roof-mounted array. Solar panel requests for installation on the front parts of house roof 

will not be approved. Solar energy systems are prohibited from being installed on “non-home 

roof structures,” such as detached garages, sheds, patio covers, gazebos, and other like structures. 

9. Flush-mounted panels (i.e. – the plane of the array is parallel to the roof) are the approved panels 

for installation on roof. Tracking panels are prohibited, as they are not flush-mounted.  

10. All components of the solar energy system should be integrated into the design of the home. The 

color of the solar system components should generally conform to the color of the roof shingles to 

the extent practical. Solar “shingles” that mimic the look of a composite shingle are acceptable 

but should match the color of the current roof shingles as much as is practical. Only 

monocrystalline panels are permitted to be used as they advance the aesthetic goals of the Lakes 

& Fairways Community. Polycrystalline panels are prohibited as they created a blue hue and lack 

anti-glare technology.  

11. Inverter boxes must be located along the side of the house where other utility boxes and wiring 

are located.  

12. Piping and electrical connections will be located directly under and/or within the perimeter of the 

panels, when possible, and placed as inconspicuously as possible when viewed from all angles. 

13. The highest point of a solar panel array will be lower than the ridge of the roof where it will be 

attached. 

14. Owners will ensure that all surfaces of such devices or equipment, whether painted or colored 

materials, are properly and timely maintained to prevent peeling and cracking of paint or loss of 

coloration or other deterioration to the point where the equipment becomes unsightly and/or 

incompatible with the aesthetic standards of the community. Failure to properly maintain and 

repair solar energy systems will result in fines and possible legal action. 

15. The solar energy system must meet all regulatory requirements. This includes generation excess 

buy backs as well as composition of equipment and battery storage, so that there will be no 

residual ecological effect. 



16. All solar energy systems shall meet all applicable health and safety standards and requirements 

imposed by the State of Indiana and the City of Noblesville. The solar energy system for 

producing electricity shall also meet all applicable safety and performance standards established 

by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, and accredited testing laboratories such as 

Underwriters Laboratories and, where applicable, rules of the Public Utilities Commission 

regarding safety and reliability. 

III. Infractions  

If a violation of these guidelines has occurred, the violating Owner shall be notified in writing, and, if not 

corrected within the time period given, legal action may be brought against the violating Owner and the 

provisions of Section 11.1 of the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions of Lakes & Fairways 

Property Ownership shall apply.  

IV. Appeals and Already Existing Solar Energy Systems 

The opportunity to appeal a Board’s decision is available pursuant to the Indiana Grievance Process. 

Any devices already installed prior to the adopted date of this policy are grandfathered; provided, 

however, that if the devices so grandfathered are later replaced by another or newer device, the new 

device will be fully subject to compliance of these rules.  

V.  Variances  

An Owner wishing to obtain approval for a variance on any of the above stated rules must do so by 

providing the ARC with two applications: one that is in compliance with these guidelines and one 

depicting the desired variance(s).  Both applications must follow the guidelines stated in Rule 5. Both 

applications will be viewed together by the ARC and the Board of Directors so that they can make a well 

informed decision on whether grant or deny the variance. Denials of variances can be appealed pursuant 

to the Indiana Grievance Process.   

VI. Rule Enforceability  

If any portion of this Rule is determined to be legally unenforceable, it shall not negate the enforceability 

of the remaining portions of the rule.  

 

 


